
Patricia Trippley
is a partner with
Regino in the
youth league.
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In a struggling city that will
have its own Major League
Soccer team in a few years,
Neal Regino is starting a league
for amateurs.

The 22-year-old Prospect Park
resident is trying to create a
youth soccer program in
Chester, a city of about 37,000
people, and ensure that a
former teammate, William
Trippley III, didn’t die in vain.

“For us, it’s not just about the
soccer,” said Regino, who spent
part of last weekend teaching
10 children, all 8 or younger,
the basics: Stay in bounds,
don’t use your hands, and shoot
at the right goal.

“We need to reach these
kids early, and make sure this
kind of thing doesn’t happen
again.”

In a city with a higher
poverty and murder rate than
Philadelphia, Trippley, 20, got
caught in crossfire around 3:25
p.m. on April 11, 2004. He died
the next day.

Police said Jermany Dorsey
and Michael Cropps were
shooting at someone else when
one of the bullets struck
Trippley, who was walking near
his Chester home. Dorsey, now
20, was sentenced to 18 3/4 to 45
years in jail. Cropps, 25,
remains at large.

Regino and Trippley, who met
through soccer, were best
friends since before high
school, and Trippley was
instrumental in bringing Regino
to the Shipley School in Bryn
Mawr.

The first time Regino saw
him play, Trippley wore
earmuffs and a basketball

jersey. Regino called it a
“ridiculous” combination, but
Trippley was skilled — and
confident — enough to pull it
off.

Now, Trippley’s mother,
Patricia, is Regino’s main
partner in this soccer venture.

“My son is gone, but I still
have a son,” Patricia Trippley,
54, said of Regino. “Because
he calls me, he comes to see
me, [and] he checks in with
me.”

The two, along with other
friends and their parents,
organized a Chester soccer
camp for two summers. With
the nonprofit William Trippley
Youth Development Foundation,
they’re trying to create a
permanent soccer presence.

They are organizing Saturday
pickup games and weekday
practices in April, a tournament
May 3 at Swarthmore College,
and a five-day summer camp.

In the fall, they plan to
launch a soccer club for 6- to
8-year-olds and provide
academic tutoring for players.
Players too old for the program
will be teamed with clubs from
nearby towns.

The plan is for the age

eligibility to expand each year,
and they hope to affiliate with
an older youth soccer program
at Widener University.

So by the time a planned $115
million, 20,000-seat pro stadium
opens south of the Commodore
Barry Bridge in 2010, Regino
and Trippley hope their group
will be hitting its stride.

“This is the beginning of
something great,” Trippley said
a week before the first practice.
“And to be able to sit on the
field and see the kids run back
and forth, it just will bring back
memories for me.”

Last weekend, Regino, his
girlfriend and another volunteer
asked 10 young players their
favorite animals, and then led
them through drills and a
scrimmage at a Chester High
School field.

They made adjustments
throughout the game, hanging
pinnies on the goals to remind
players which way to shoot, and
widening the field so the
players wouldn’t run out of

bounds.
Trippley, wearing a sweatshirt

that said “Honoring All Victims
of Crime” on the back, handed
out information and talked to
parents. Toward the end, she
cheered and coached.

“There you go, sweetie,” she
said, or, “If you’re not going to
listen, you’re going to come
stand with me. I know you
don’t want that.”

Hassan Patterson, 44, who
watched his two children play,
said the program would be
good for the city.

“We’re tying to bring up the
area, and we’ve got to start
with our youth,” said
Patterson, who, like others
involved with the program, is
excited about the planned pro
soccer stadium.

“It’s going to bring a lot of
business to the Chester
community, and that’s what we
want.”

Regino recently started doing
financial work for the Vanguard
Group in Malvern, but joked
that on the field, he is as
mature as the young players.
Trippley says he has what it
takes.

“He has a lot of patience, and
he has a love for the kids, and
a love for the game,” she said.

Seven-year-old Jasmin Miller
is starting to pick up that last
part, saying she had fun and
learned a few lessons.

“You have to protect the goal,
and you can’t pick up the ball,”
she explained.

A tribute to a soccer standout
The William Trippley
Youth Development
Foundation is spreading
the sport in Chester.

For more on the William
Trippley Youth Development
Foundation, visit
www.wtydf.com, or contact
Neal Regino at
nregino.wtydf@gmail.com
or 610-389-3578.
Coaches are needed for
the program. Pickup games
on April 19 and 26 at
Chester High School, 232
W. Ninth St., and a May 3
tournament at Swarthmore
College are free and open
to all Chester children ages
6 to 8.
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Neal Regino, a friend and teammate of William Trippley III, runs a recent soccer practice for children in Chester.
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Neal Regino
wanted to
honor his friend
who was killed.

Patricia Trippley and her son
William at a Senior Day soccer
game at the Shipley School.
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Nadia Crews, 7, practices
her soccer moves. Inquirer
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