
Today is the last day to
register in Pennsylvania to
vote in the May 19
primary. Individuals may
register at a county voter
registration office or at
other designated sites.

For information, call
1-877-868-3772 or go to
www.votespa.com. The
site, from the Pennsylvania
Department of State,
includes a registration form
for downloading.

Bucks County

Board of Elections/Voter
Registration

55 E. Court St.
Doylestown, Pa. 18901
215-348-6165
www.buckscounty.org

Chester County

Department of Voter
Services

601 Westtown Rd.
Suite 150, Box 2747

West Chester, Pa. 19380
610-344-6410
www.chesco.org

Delaware County

Government Center
Ground Floor
201 W. Front St.
Media, Pa. 19063
610-891-4659
www.co.delaware.pa.us

Montgomery County

Department of Voter
Services

1 Montgomery Plaza
Suite 602, Box 311
Norristown, Pa. 19404
610-278-3280
www.montcopa.org

Philadelphia

Voter Registration Office
Riverview Place
Fifth Floor
520 N. Delaware Ave.
Philadelphia 19123
215-686-1500
www.phillyelection.com

Advertising
To place, correct or cancel an ad:
Retail and National …215-854-5450
Classifieds ………… 1-800-341-3413
Death notices ………… 215-854-5800
Legal ads …………… 215-854-5834
Pennsylvania …………… 215-854-4877
New Jersey ………… 856-779-3823
Email: placeanad@phillynews.com
For advertising billing questions:
Weekly advertising bills 215-665-9222
Monthly advertising bills 215-854-4768

News
Corrections and comments:
The Inquirer wants its news report to
be fair and correct in every respect,
and regrets when it is not. If you have
a question or comment about news
coverage, contact assistant managing
editor David Sullivan (215-854-2357) at
The Inquirer, Box 8263, Philadelphia
19101, or e-mail
dsullivan@phillynews.com.

To contact the news departments:
Business News ……… 215-854-2450
City Desk …………… 215-854-4500
Editorial Board ……… 215-854-4531
Entertainment ………… 215-854-5617

Foreign Desk ……… 215-854-2400
Magazine (Daily) ……… 215-854-5797
National Desk ……… 215-854-2410
New Jersey Desk …856-779-3840
Pennsylvania/Suburban 610-313-8000
Photography …………… 215-854-2620
Sports (after 10 a.m.) …215-854-4550
Weekend Section listings

……………………… 215-854-5600

Public Services
¢ For reprints & permissions, contact
The YGS Group: 800-290-5460 Ext. 144
E-mail: ……… philly@reprintbuyer.com
¢ For photo reprints contact Pictopia
at 800-390-7269 or visit our online
photo store at philly.com/store
¢ The Inquirer is available
electronically from 1983 through
Dialog Information Services. Check
with your local public library.
¢ For back issues or ad payments,
our service counter at 400 N. Broad
St. is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday-Friday ……… 215-854-4444

To contact all other departments:
Main switchboard, Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

……………………… 215-854-2000

The Philadelphia Inquirer

The Customer Service Center is open Monday through Friday,
6 a.m. to 1 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday, 7 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. You can

reach us at 1-800-222-2765. We guarantee that your paper will be
delivered to you by 6:30 a.m. Monday through Friday, and by 8 a.m.
Saturday and Sunday. Please contact us by 10 a.m. daily or by 11:30
a.m. Saturday and Sunday if you did not receive your paper and we

will deliver a replacement.
Mail Subscriptions 215-854-4790 • Newsstand Sales 215-854-2740

School Delivery 215-854-5798 • Hearing Impaired (TDD) 215-854-2630
Home Delivery Rates (weekly, effective September 1, 2008)

Daily $3.96, Sunday $2.12, Daily/Sunday $6.08.
Daily/Sunday Print + 7 Day On-line Replica Electronic Edition, $6.10.

Sunday Print + 7 Day On-Line Replica Electronic Edition, $2.26.
7 Day On-Line Replica Electronic Edition Only, $2.25.

Non-seven-day subscription plans will receive occasional Holiday
editions at additional cost. The following dates are scheduled: May 25,

July 3, Sept. 7 and Nov. 26. The publisher reserves the right to
change rates during the term of the subscription with 14 days’ notice.
This notice may be by mail to the subscriber, by notice contained in
the newspaper itself, or otherwise. Subscription rate changes may be

implemented by changing the duration of the subscription.
Single Copy Rates

Daily $0.75, Sunday $1.75 in Bucks, Chester, Delaware,
Montgomery, Philadelphia, Burlington, Camden, Gloucester, Atlantic,
Cape May, Cumberland, Ocean, Salem, and New Castle Counties.

Outside of these areas, daily $1, Sunday $2
Mail Subscription Rates (four weeks)

Daily $27, Sunday $13, Daily/Sunday $40.

Voter-Registration Deadline

Heard in the Hall
As a city councilman, Mayor Nutter was among those

who criticized former Mayor John F. Street for being slow
to fill vacancies on various boards and commissions. The
shoe, so to speak, is now on the other foot.

At a meeting last week, Philadelphia Board of Ethics
chairman Richard Glazer pointed out that six months have
passed and Nutter has yet to name somebody to fill a
vacancy on the five-member board. Lawyer Stella Tsai
submitted her resignation in October.

Glazer raised the issue because now a second Ethics
Board member is soon to leave: Phoebe Haddon, a
professor at Temple University’s Beasley School of Law,
who two weeks ago was named dean of the University of
Maryland School of Law.

He said the mayor needs to move to fill the one vacancy
and begin thinking about the second. Asked if he has
contacted the mayor, Glazer said: “The administration is
well aware of our concern.”

Nutter spokesman Doug Oliver said the mayor has
identified a candidate to replace Tsai and expects to
submit that person’s name to Council for confirmation. But
Oliver took issue with Glazer’s suggestion that Nutter has
been slow to act.

“We don’t consider there to be a delay,” he said. “The
mayor takes this appointment seriously and is moving
deliberately to fill it.” — Marcia Gelbart

The right consultant for Council? Hmm
It’s looking as if City Council may hire the economic

consulting firm Econsult this budget cycle as it does battle
with Mayor Nutter over tax policy and spending.

It’s an odd fit for a few reasons.
First, Nutter briefly worked for Econsult in 2006, after

he resigned from Council to run for mayor.
Second, the positions Econsult has taken on a wide range

of public-policy questions are in virtual lockstep with
Nutter. Most notably, Econsult has vigorously and
repeatedly called for cuts to the city’s wage tax. That’s
important because many on Council are now calling for
wage-tax increases in order to help close Philadelphia’s
$1.38 billion five-year deficit. Nutter strongly opposes
raising the tax.

“We’re certainly on the record saying we’re not fans of
raising wage-tax rates. In fact, we’re not fans of not
lowering wage-tax rates,” Econsult vice president Stephen
Mullin said.

Econsult has not yet formally applied for the job, and
Mullin said the firm was “still trying to figure out” if it
could provide all the services Council needs.

Of course Council could choose another firm or

individual altogether. Some Council members would like to
retain the nonprofit Keystone Research Center. That
organization, led by Sharon Ward, is a closer fit
ideologically for those Council members who want to boost
the wage tax.

But Econsult is clearly in the running. If it did get the
job, it would be interesting to see how Econsult’s expertise
could help Council make its case. Or maybe the firm would
just convince Council that Nutter is right on this one.

— Patrick Kerkstra

Firefighters union to get new leader
Ballots went out last week to members of Local 22 of the

International Association of Fire Fighters who will elect
new officers next month. One notable name was missing
from the ballots: Brian McBride, the current union
president.

In an interview Friday, McBride — who has a penchant
for using colorful language when it comes to contract
fights with the Nutter administration — said he was calling
it quits in July after serving two two-year terms.

Instead, he is running for union treasurer.
“I feel that if I step down to a lower position, I’ll be able

to accomplish more politically,” McBride said. He also
noted he was nearing retirement from his firefighting job,
with two-plus years left.

With his exit, McBride’s would-be opponent, Bill Gault,
has been prematurely elevated to president-elect.

“Over the years, I’ve come to realize he has the right
interest in his heart and has the union’s interest,” McBride
said of Gault, currently the union’s first vice president.

McBride, though, doesn’t intend to disappear. For one thing,
as treasurer — he does face opponents — he would still get a
seat at the table as a new contract is being created. For
another, he fully intends to be around day to day, including
Monday, when the Fire Department commissioner is scheduled
to testify on its budget before City Council.

So the battle goes on. Said McBride: “Our fire
commissioner is looking to turn his back on the
membership once again and cut the budget.”

— Marcia Gelbart

By Ed Mahon
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SMULLTON, Pa. — A sheet
of newspaper separated
Maya Althouse’s hand from 3
pounds of bees — totaling
somewhere between 10,000
and 15,000 stingers.

She later encouraged neigh-
bors, who had stopped by to
watch her set up the hive, to
also touch the newspaper cov-
ering the hive. Her parents
and 11-year-old sister Raven
had done that about 15 min-
utes earlier and emerged
sting-free.

“Put your hand on it. You
can feel the heat they make.
They’re all in a big mound
right now on top,” said Alt-
house, clad in jeans, a sweat
shirt, and a beekeeper’s top
that screened her face. She
took off only her white gloves
when trying to feel the heat
that the swarm produced.

She quickly pulled up the
newspaper, revealing to four
neighborhood children the
pile of bees, burrowing down
into the hive, and a separate
cage containing the queen. Al-
thouse then fielded a ques-
tion on stings.

It was the first large hive
she had set up, but the

17-year-old is growing used to
teaching others about honey-
bees.

In November, the Pennsyl-
vania State Beekeepers Asso-
ciation named her the 2009
Pennsylvania State Honey
Queen. It’s not a beauty pag-
eant, but a search to find hon-
ey-industry spokeswomen
and advocates for honeybees,
whose numbers have been
dropping drastically in North
America.

“I want to get the word out
about how important they are
and how incredible they are,”

said Althouse.
Teresa Bryson, 17, of Cham-

bersburg, and Kelly Komar,
18, of Ligonier, were named
the 2009 Pennsylvania State
Honey Princesses and are
promoting the industry dur-
ing appearances throughout
the year.

Althouse gave a presenta-
tion on bees at the Pennsylva-
nia Farm Show in January.

Althouse’s family moved to
Centre County from Miami
Beach, Fla., about two years
ago. They now live next to
Amish neighbors in the tiny

village of Smullton, about 20
miles northeast of State Col-
lege.

Althouse said she got inter-
ested in bees after talking
with a farmer and beekeeper
at a farmers market two
years ago. Craig Cella, a bee
inspector with the state De-
partment of Agriculture, met
Althouse in October. He
thought she’d be perfect for
the position, because of her
public-speaking skills and pas-
sion for the topic.

She can recall a good deal
about bees, such as how far
they travel from the hive
(about two miles), how much
of the world’s food supply is
pollinated by them (one-
third), the health benefits of
honey (eating locally pro-
duced honey in the winter
helps you fight off allergies in
the spring), and how to sub-
due bees while you set up a
hive (spray them with sugar
water).

“They’ll be busy cleaning
themselves and eating it off
themselves,” Althouse said. “It
won’t let them fly away as easi-
ly. Because they’ll be sticky
and uncomfortable, and just
want to clump together.”

SUBSCRIBER SERVICES
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register a service complaint, review your recent billing history, or pay
your bill online by contacting us at our Web site, service.philly.com.

You can also call our toll-free customer service number:
1-800-222-2765.

Scene Through the Lens
Photographer Tom Gralish’s visual exploration of our region.Man struck after leaving his car is hit, killed; 3 hurt

An 18-year-old woman driving on Route 42 outside
Gloucester City, in Camden County, yesterday afternoon hit
and fatally injured a 49-year-old man who had gotten out
of his car on the side of the road, authorities said.

New Jersey state police said the woman, who was not
arrested, was also injured in the accident, as were two of
her passengers. They were taken to Cooper University
Hospital, but their condition was not immediately released.

State police did not identify the driver, the man, or the
passengers. — Mark Fazlollah

Two young men are killed in separate shootings
Homicide detectives yesterday identified two young men

who died during the weekend in separate shootings.
Calvin Logan, 23, was fatally shot in the 3500 block of

North Smedley Street about 9:40 p.m. Saturday. Logan, of
Strawberry Mansion, was shot once in the back. He was
pronounced dead at Temple University Hospital.

Quan Harper, 18, of Northwest Philadelphia, died about 3
p.m. Saturday at Albert Einstein Medical Center after
being shot multiple times Friday night.

Police said Harper apparently had an argument with the
killer shortly before the shooting, near Washington Lane
and Rugby Street. — Mark Fazlollah

Car strikes several vehicles in Kensington
A young man driving a red Mitsubishi Eclipse plowed

into several cars in the Kensington section of the city
yesterday afternoon, injuring other motorists before
flipping his own car.

Witnesses said the incident started about 2:30 p.m, when
the Eclipse, being driven erratically on Tioga Street, hit
parked cars.

The driver crossed B Street, struck another vehicle, and
then flipped over. Police said none of the injuries appeared
serious, but no details were immediately available. No
charges had been filed in the case as of late in the day.

— Mark Fazlollah

The facades of environmentally “green” houses in Northern Liberties are reflected in a mirror leaning against
older, conventional homes. Tom Gralish blogs weekly about his work at www.philly.com/philly/blogs/inq-on-the-road/

Head of city ethics panel says seat
needs filling; another opens soon

News in Brief

A teen was named spokeswoman and advocate for honeybees.

Honey Queen’s task to stir up buzz

MICHELLE BIXBY / Centre Daily Times
Maya Althouse, 17, the 2009 Pa. State Honey Queen, calms a
swarm of about 15,000 honeybees with a sugar-water solution.
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